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FOREWORD

TWENTY FIVE BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES AND TREES OF RIVER

RIVER is one of the ecosystems that nurture a wide variation of birds and 

butterflies. The green, serene and natural campus attracts many birds and animals. 

This is an amazing world of biodiversity to explore for a nature lover. 

This is the first in a series of plotting the flora and fauna in RIVER campus, 

which is a habitat for many species, including rare varieties. To name a few, we have 

birds like Asian Brown Flycatcher, Asian Paradise flycatcher, Hoopoe, Grey Francolin 

and butterflies like Blue tiger, Common Mormon, Indian Sunbeam, Pansies etc.

Being the 25th year of RIVER, this special edition has documented 25 species 

of birds, butterflies and trees. Further series will give information on mammals, 

reptiles, amphibians and insect life of the campus.

The concerted efforts of Prof. Dr. D. Sreekumar and his team of students over 

years have helped in documenting this. I appreciate him and his team in bringing 

this informative and attractive booklet on Biodiversity in RIVER Campus, which is a 

“paradise for the planet lover”.

Puducherry               Prof. Dr. S. Ramkumar 

28-02-2019          DEAN, RIVER
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PREFACE

The location of RIVER campus, with a multitude of trees and shrubs, being 

adjacent to the wetland paddy fields of the Perunthalaivar Kamaraj Krishi Vigyan 

Kendra at Kurumbapet in the coastal town of Puducherry and near to the Ossoudu 

(Ousteri) lake adds on to the diversity of life and richness of insect, butterfly and bird 

population.

The growth of vegetation of all types resulting in many areas of the campus 

offering a green canopy is considered to be one of the major reasons for the abundance 

of biodiversity. This, aided by ensuring a pesticide/insecticide free cultivation and 

the presence of fruit bearing trees in large numbers in the campus has resulted in 

creating a positive effect.

This compilation of 25 species of birds, butterflies and trees of RIVER campus 

stems from the study conducted in the campus over a period of nearly twenty years. 

Observations were made individually from random positions within the campus and 

recordings were made accordingly and these records of observations were compiled 

to derive the final data. Standard field guides to the identification of birds and 

butterflies were used for the correct spotting.

I take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to the Dean, Prof. 

S. Ramkumar for his untiring support and encouragement for bringing out this 

compilation. Sincere thanks are also due to many boys and girls of RIVER who were 

with me and supported me in this endeavor.

Puducherry       Prof. Dr. D. Sreekumar 

28-02-2019





25 FLYING JEWELS OF RIVER CAMPUS

COMMON PIERROT  
(Castalius rosimon)
Family: Lycaenidae

BLUE TIGER  
(Tirumala limniace) 

Family: Danaidae

COMMON SAILOR (Neptis hylas) 

Family: Nymphalidae

Mostly found basking in the sun close to the 
ground, settling on the leaves of small plants and 
grass

White in colour, generally small in size with black 
markings on underside; some spots coalesce to 
form small bands

One of the very common butterflies 
in the campus.

Upper wings are black with blue 
streaks/markings. Marginal spots 
are also blue in colour. Under wings 
are golden-brown with streaks. 
Males possess a pendulous pouch.

Widely distributed in the campus; usually found 
gliding and also basking in the sun

Upper wings are black with white streaks. Under 
side is golden-brown in colour with white streaks.
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Common Crow (Euploea core)

Family: Danaidae

Tawny Coster (Acraea violae)  
Family: Acraeidae

Indian Skipper (Spialia galba)

Family: Hesperidae

Another very common butterfly in the campus

Upper wings are brown with white spots of varying 
sizes especially on the margin.  Fore wings are 
darker in shade. Under wings are light brown with 
white spots.

Usually found flying slowly close 
to the ground. Upper side is bright 
orange-red in colour with prominent 
black spots. 

The border of the fore wing is black 
with a row of light yellow spots. 
Females will be of a slight pale 
colour with broad markings.

Also called Indian Grizzled Skipper butterfly. 
Almost always found flying close to the ground. 
Upper wings of males have yellow-white spots 
on fore and hind wings; spots being larger on 
the fore wings. Females will be larger than 
males with slightly smaller spots on the upper 
wings.
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Danaid Eggfly  
(Hypolimnas misippus) 

Family: Nymphalidae

Common Mormon (Papilio polytes)   
Family: Papilionidae

Lemon Pansy (Precis lemonias) 

Family: Nymphalidae

A fast flying butterfly often found basking in 
the sun. In males, the upper wings are black 
with dark blue / violet oval disc patches 
on fore and hind wings. A small oval spot is 
found on the apex of the fore wing.  Hind 
wings have a wavy margin. The upper wings 
of the females are orange /orange-brown.

Generally black in colour with a prominent 
tail. Males have a series of marginal and 
sub-marginal white markings. 

Females have a black upper side with 
irregular white markings on fore wings and 
red markings on the hind wings. Hind wings 
are with pale red markings. Body is black in 
both sexes.

A quick-flying butterfly which is highly 
territorial in habit. 

Upper wings are greyish brown with two 
yellow-brown spots; the lower one being 
larger. Under side is yellowish brown in colour.
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Lime butterfly (Papilio demoleus) 

Family: Papilionidae

Indian Sunbeam (Curetis thetis)  

Family: Lycaenidae

Common Bush Brown (Mycalesis perseus) 

Family: Satyridae

Also called Lemon butterfly / Citrus butterfly

Upper wings are black with yellow markings. Tail 
is absent in hind wings. Wavy markings of yellow 
are seen on both wing margins. 

A few orange spots are found on the underside of 
fore wings.

Has glossy white under wings with no 
markings.

Upper side is glossy red with a black band 
on the fore wings in males and brownish-
black in females.

Favourite food plant is Pongamia (Pungam).

Exists in two forms – wet season form and dry season 
form. Upper wings will be pale / dull brown with one 
eye-spot.

In wet season form, a white line pass across fore and 
hind wings. A series of eye-spots are found marginally.

In dry season form, the white line will be absent and 
the eye-spots will be reduced to mere dots.
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Striped Tiger  
(Danaus genutia) 

Family: Danaidae

Common Jezebel (Delias eucharis)  
Family: Pieridae

Baron (Euthalia aconthea)  

Family: Nymphalidae

Upper wings are orange-brown with 
prominent black veins. Possess white 
marginal bands.  

Under side is slightly pale in shade 
with prominent black veins.

A very common, medium-sized, high-flying 
butterfly found all over India.

Under side is brightly coloured with a row of red 
marginal spots.

Upper side is light bluish-white. 

Usually found hovering among tree tops.

A common butterfly in areas where mango 
and cashew are grown

Upper side is brown with three U-shaped 
marginal bands and two sets of white spots. 
Hind wings have four basal black spots and 
marginal black spots. Females are with larger 
white markings.
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Common Grass Yellow  
(Eurema hecabe) 

Family: Pieridae

Common Wanderer  
(Pareronia valeria)

Family: Pieridae

Lime Blue (Chilades lajus)

Family: Lycaenidae

A butterfly with many varieties and 
seasonal forms

Upper wings are bright yellow. Under side 
is also yellow.

Mostly a low flying butterfly

Upper wings are pale blue in males and black 
with pale blue markings in females.

Under side will be much paler in shade.

Slow flying butterfly; settling mostly on wet 
ground.

Females are darker than males.
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Gram blue  
(Euchrysops cnejus) 
Family: Lycaenidae

Chestnut Bob (Lambrix salsala) 
Family: Hesperidae

Common Castor / Castor butterfly  
(Ariadne merione)  

Family: Nymphalidae

Under wings are grey with white-
lined light brown spots and two orange 
crowned black spots. 

A common skipper, almost always found close 
to the ground

Dark brownish-orange in shade

Active butterfly, resting on top of canopy

Upper wings are reddish brown with transverse 
black lines that are wavy. Underside is dull in 
shade.
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Tailed Jay (Graphium agamemnon) 

Family: Papilionidae

Common Emigrant  
(Catopsilia crocale)

Family: Pieridae

Common Evening Brown 
(Melanitis leda) 

Family: Satyridae

Upper wings are brownish-black with bright 
green markings. Tail is present; slightly longer in 
females.

Underside is light brown with red and black 
markings.

A fast flying butterfly with pale yellow upper 
wings that are spotted lightly

Two forms - Wet season and Dry season 
forms.

Under wings of wet season form is grey 
with a series of eye-spots having white 
pupil.

Dry season form is rich brown in colour
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Common Banded Peacock 
(Papilio crino) 

Family: Papilionidae

A fast flying butterfly

Upper wings are brownish-black with 
green scales which give a metallic sheen. 
Wings have a blue band.

Underside is of similar colour, but dull.
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25 FEATHERED DENIZENS OF RIVER CAMPUS

Asian Brown Flycatcher  
(Muscicapa latirostris)

Family: Muscicapidae

Jungle Crow  
(Corvus macrorhynchos)

Family: Corvidae

House Crow (Corvus splendens)

Family: Corvidae

A small passerine / song bird; ashy-
brown, upper side and white under side

White ring around eyes and yellow on 
lower beak

A very common bird in the campus

Jet black bird with a broad and sharp bill

Very common in the campus

Body black coloured with grey neck
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Common myna  
(Acridotheres tristis)

Family: Sturnidae

Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)

Family: Ardeidae

Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis)

Family: Ardeidae

A very common bird in the campus

Dark brown in colour; beak and limbs are yellow

One yellow bare patch is present around eyes and 
white marking on wings 

Pure white marshy bird with a black bill and 
black and yellow feet

White coloured feathers and yellow bill

Breeding plumage will be of orange-buff colour
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Indian Pond Heron (Ardeola grayii)

Family: Ardeidae

Grey Francolin  
(Francolinus pondicerianus)

Family: Phasianidae

White-breasted Water hen 
(Amaurornis phoenicurus)

Family: Rallidae

Marsh bird with grey-brown colour on body

A common bird among bushes

Grey-brown bird with chestnut coloured head 
and buff throat

Almost always seen on the ground

Slaty-grey in colour with a prominent 
white face and breast

A marshy bird with long legs
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White-browed Bulbul  
(Pycnonotus luteolus)

Family: Pycnonotidae

Orange-headed Thrush 
(Zoothera citrina)

Family: Turnidae

Red-vented Bulbul (Pycnonotus cafer)

Family: Pycnonotidae

Makes very good resonating calls early in the 
morning

Brownish-olive green coloured bird without crest

Prominent white forehead and eyebrows

A very shy bird; almost always seen among 
mild bushes

Chestnut coloured head, neck and under 
parts and bluish-grey upper

A very common bird in the campus

Brown in colour with a crested black head 

Red patch at the base of the tail
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Black Drongo (Dicrurus macrocercus)

Family: Dicruridae

Blue Rock Pigeon (Columba livia)

Family: Columbidae

Eurasian Golden Oriole  
(Oriolus oriolus)

Family: Oriolidae

Common in the campus

A shining black bird with a forked tail and red eyes

A grey coloured bird with two dark markings on wings

Metallic sheen of green and purple on neck

Golden-yellow bird with patches of 
black on wings and tail

Female will be dull greenish in shade
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Asian Paradise Flycatcher  
(Terpsiphone paradisi)
Family: Muscicapidae

Asian Koel (Eudynamys scolopacea)

Family: Cuculidae

Common Tailor Bird  
(Orthotomus sutorius)

Family: Cisticolidae

Marked sexual dimorphism

Male (adult)-silvery-white with a black head and 
two long feathers on tail

Female and juvenile male – chestnut above with 
white under parts

A  brood-parasite

Clear sexual dimorphism exits

Male shining black with red eyes and female brown with 
white spots and bars 

A very shy bird, sews leaves to make 
nest

Small in size, olive-green in colour with 
white under parts
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Coppersmith Barbet 
(Megalaima haemacephala)

Family: Capitonidae

Crow Pheasant / Coucal

(Centropus sinensis)

Family: Cuculidae

White-breasted Kingfisher  
(Halcyon smyrnensis)

Family: Alcedinidae

Green in colour with crimson breast 
and forehead and yellow throat

Produces a loud ringing call that 
resonates all around; making the bird 
more often heard than seen

Black coloured bird with chestnut wings and 
a long black tail

Mostly found walking on the ground

Turquoise blue body with chocolate-brown 
head and neck

White marking on front; Long, broad and 
pointed bill
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Rufous / Indian Treepie  
(Dendrocitta vagabunda)

Family: Corvidae

Common Hoopoe  
(Upupa epops)

Family: Upupidae

White-headed Babbler  
(Turdoides affinis)

Family: Muscicapidae

Chestnut-brown in colour with a long black-tipped tail and 
black head and neck

Fawn coloured bird with black and 
white markings on back

Prominent fan shaped crest present

Found very common in the campus in groups of seven

Earthy brown in colour with a paler head
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Magpie Robin  
(Copsychus saularis)

Family: Muscicapidae

Black with white markings, tail 
almost always carried straight
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25 TREES OF RIVER CAMPUS

Mango tree  
(Mangifera indica)

Family: Anacardiaceae

Teak tree  
(Tectona grandis)

Family: Verbenaceae

Indian Gooseberry tree / Amla 
(Phyllanthus emblica)

Family: Phyllanthaceae
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Subabul tree  
(Lucaenea leucocephala)

Family: Mimosaceae

Peepul tree  
(Ficus religiosa)

Family: Moraceae

Banyan Tree    
(Ficus benghalensis)

Family: Moraceae
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Yellow Flame Tree /  
Copper pod 
(Peltophorum 
pterocarpum)

Family: Fabaceae

Cashew tree  
(Anacardium occidentale)

Family: Anacardiaceae

Elephant Ear Tree                                            
(Enterolobium cyclocarpum)

Family: Fabaceae
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Palmyra palm 
(Borassus flabellifer)

Family: Arecaceae

Areca Palm / Betel nut 
(Areca catechu)

Family: Arecaceae

Indian Almond tree 
(Terminalia catappa)

Family: Combretaceae
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Frangipani / Plumeria 
(Plumeria sp)

Family: Apocynaceae

Acacia / Wattle tree 
(Acacia fasciculifera)

Family: Acaciae

Indian Ash tree 
 (Lannea coromandelica 

Family: Anacardiaceae
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Red Lucky Seed Tree / Bead 
Tree  Gullgangi tree    
(Adenanthera pavonina)

Family: Fabaceae

Jamun Tree / Java Plum  
(Syzygium cumini) 

Family: Myrtaceae 

Drooping Ashoka 
(Polyalthia longifolia)

Family: Annonaceae
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Sappota tree / Chiku  
(Manilkara zapota)

Family: Sapotaceae

Casuarina   
(Casuarina equisetifolia)

Family: Casuarinaceae

Neem tree  
(Azadirachta indica)

Family: Meliaceae
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Guava  
(Psidium guajava)

Family: Myrtaceae

Flame of the Forest  
(Butea monosperma)

Family: Fabaceae

Indian Cork tree 
 (Millingonia hortensis)               

Family: Bignoniaceae
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Tamarind tree 
(Tamarindus indica)

Family: Fabaceae








